Dear ___________________

I am writing to you about the most recent travesty involving the decision to require the City to drastically increase the funding available for land acquisition for the next then years.  Disturbingly, this decision did not involve watershed communities.

The partnership ideals expressed by the Memorandum of Agreement  have been sullied by this decision.  Apparently only certain partners are now involved in decisions that will hurt local residents, businesses and communities.  The decision to allow $300 million more in land acquisition in the watershed is sure to have consequences.  To allow this to happen without local input could not do more to undermine the existing low level of trust toward the City of New York.  Indeed, given the secret processes the level of contempt of the Governor's office, the State and the EPA is now at an all time high.

It is my understanding, as well as many of my friends and neighbors, that the City is only able to acquire land in the watershed with a permit issued by the State of New York.  Further, I understand that the City must acquire a renewed permit for land acquisition by 2012 that must undergo a public review process that makes all actions open to the general public.

I ask you, whether as an appointed official or as an elected official, that you use the power of your office to assure that watershed interests are given due consideration to protect our future livelihood in the watershed during the process leading up to that decision.  The City, State and Federal Government need to credibly demonstrate and justify the need for the large increase in land acquisition and offer mitigation measures to offset negative impacts locally.

Sincerely, 

