Dear _______________

After learning of New York City's new land acquisition program, I feel compelled to write to you today regarding my angst over the future of my hometown area.  As you know, New York City also has the authority to enforce regulations in Delaware County absent representation of watershed residents.  The additional influence provided by the new land acquisition program only increased my grave concern.

Local businesses and communities are struggling to survive and this program will in all likelihood create direct or indirect burdens on our local economy acceleration local decline over and above the current downturn in the upstate economy.

The secretive manner in which this new program evolved is inexcusable.  The process invoked by the Governor's office and of which the USEPA and others were a party to, is and insult to the watershed partners acting in good faith to protect water quality and abide by the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).  While some believe the City may not truly want to expend $300 million on land acquisition, they did agree to and benefit from a ten year FAD.

The MOA is regarded as a national model of partnership between the City, State, Federal and Local governments.  Despite that partnership, our concerns were at best dismissed at irrelevant or ignored completely.  Because no one has evaluated the impact of this program on Delaware County or my town there are no mitigation measures in place to offset negative consequences of the program.

I have learned the City of New York must receive a new Sate permit to continue acquiring land beginning in 2012.  In the interim, I ask that you holk your agency or your elected office to a gigh standard and require that the process of approval is open and assure that watershed interests are fairly and objectively represented.  I firmly believe that a prosperous economy and community is good for water quality.  All I am asking for is fair treatment for watershed residents.

Sincerely, 

