Dear _____________

While in the past I have had many concerns about the watershed, I have never been so moved to write my elected officials as I have now.  Today, I cannot remain silent about the untenable business atmosphere that is being created by the issuance of the Filtration Avoidance Determination (FAD) with its land acquisition requirement approved in 2007 by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  I realize that the business community is suffering in all sectors of our economy, but I am convinced that no place in the United States, absent a horrendous tragedy such as a hurricane or a tornado, is operation a business so challenging.  The heavy burden of the watershed rules and regulations, while not pleasant to deal with, is understood by most of us as we all consume water and we all understand the need for a clean drinking water supply.  We even entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with New York State, New York City and a variety of other partners to co-manage the watershed for this purpose.

What is perplexing, however, is the wholesale land buyout that ultimately will reduce our customer base, undoubtedly shift the tax burden to the remaining residents and eventually strangle the few businesses that have managed to survive.  The approval of a 300 million dollar land acquisition program, without as much as a whisper to the very communities that will be most affected is reminiscent of the “back room tactics” that Albany is so famous for.  This action, at the very least, is counter to any partnership, some in the watershed feel is probably illegal, but most certainly think is unethical.  In my mind and the minds of many of my neighbors, we implore you to use the weight of your office to reverse this FAD requirement or at the very least, require the regulatory agencies to justify the necessity for such an aggressive acquisition program as well as provide measures to mitigate the negative impacts on our economy.

Sincerely, 

